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More than a simple name change 



Shannon Degitz 



— News Editor 

A vila has proven to be a 
school of excellence 
throughout the community 
of Kansas City and beyond. It has 
changed its name along with the 
image that the community of 
Kansas City has known it by for 
the last 39 years. 

“Attaining the name of ‘univer- 
sity’ is more than a simple name 
change,” President of Avila 
University Thomas Gordon said. 
“It reflects an evolution at Avila 
that is expressed through our pro- 
grams, our curriculum, our faculty, 
our staff, and our students.” 

Avila College officially changed 
to Avila University on July 16, 
2002, 86 years after the Sisters of 
St. Joseph chartered the first pri- 
vate college for women in Kansas 
City, St. Teresa College. Since 
then, Avila has enhanced itself by 
adding several baccalaureate 
degree programs and master’s pro- 
grams, and extending its reach of 
students by making the school co- 
educational in 1964. 

Becoming a university was not 
an overnight process. It took years 
of strategic planning and organiz- 
ing and required many hours of 
dedicated work. 

“The concept was talked about 
for a number of years among a 
number of people. The catalyst 



July 16, Avila University unveiled its new sign and logo, 



E. Barnes 

with the students of Avila. 

“The word ‘college’ has come to 



was that the faculty took it up and 
voted in favor of it and then pre- 
sented it to the administration 
which then approved it,” Gordon 
said. “The administration then sub- 
mitted it to the Board of Trustees.” 
After the Board of Trustees 
approved the notion, a number of 
steps were required to finalize the 
actual name change. The Jackson 
County Circuit Court and the 
Secretary of State of Missouri 
were approached with the idea. 
After approval by the Secretary of 
State the Missouri Coordinating 
Board of Higher Education and the 
Higher Learning Commission of 
the North Central Association of 



College and Schools accepted the 
name change. 

Director of Community 
Relations Karl J. Yehle headed up Avila has been a four year institu- 

the implementation committee. tion since 1940. In that sense a uni- 

The committee planned what to versity gives us better recognition 
do, when it should be done, and globally. For international stu- 
completed all of the marketing and dents, it shows that Avila has the 
advertising for the campaign. same level of post-high school cur- 

“All of the letterhead, envelopes, riculum of studies as does other 
business cards and so on had to be universities,” Gordon said. “It also 
changed, and that was all part of gives us greater visibility and is 
the process,” Yehle said. consistent with our mission.” 

Changing to a university does not Yehle adds, “It is difficult to judge 
change the mission of Avila but how the public will view the name 
aids in the recognition of Avila change, but it will heighten the 
throughout the community of awareness and aid in publicity. We 
Kansas City, internationally, and 



See Name change, p. 3 



‘Weed patch’ sports new look 

Jake Sanders 

Staff Writer 

Many schools face the choice of athletic needs ver- 
sus academic needs. Avila, like numerous other col- 
leges and universities around the country, has weighed 
out that decision in the case of the school’s new foot- 
ball field, located on the west side of campus. 

Avila’s decision to do away with the biology depart- 
ment’s ecology plot to build the new field did not 
come as a surprise to the department faculty. 

“We were disappointed to lose the plot because it 
was an extremely effective mechanism for teaching 
certain aspects of biological inquiry,” Professor of 

See ‘Weed patch,’ p. 3 
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Briefs 



President Tom Gordon’s open 
office hours are Wednesday 4 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Appointments 
are needed to reach Gordon at 
any other time. 






Professor Stanley Banks 
received a Leadership Award 
on Sept. 19, 2002 from the 
United Minority Media 
Association (UMMA). The 
ceremony took place at the 
Bruce R. Watkins Cultural 
Heritage Center. 



Artist Kevin DuBay is display- 
ing his art through Oct. 4, in 
the Thornhill Gallery. The 
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday through Friday 
and noon to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday. 



Happy Hour: Thirsting for 
Knowledge Series is a public 
forum offered to the Avila 
community. The forum will 
increase diversity at Avila by 
discussing topics such as 9/11, 
alcohol awareness, and 
Hispanic American Heritage. 
The forums will be bi-weekly 
on Mondays at 5 p.m. in the 
Alumni Lounge of the Marian 
Center. 



The Greens of Kansas City is 
a local non-profit organization 
that focuses on issues such as 
the values of social justice, 
ecological wisdom, grassroots 
democracy, and non-violence. 
The organization is sponsoring 
a free public meeting titled 
“Corporate Crimewave: In 
Pursuit of Justice.” This will 
be held on Sunday, Sept. 29 at 
the Westport library from 1:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more 
information, call (816) 260- 
6002. 



A new art therapy club is 
opening to all interested stu- 
dents. The first meeting is Oct. 
4. For more information and 
exact meeting times, call 
Nancy McReynolds at (913) 
268-9452. 



New parking tags hope to bring a greater sense of security to campus. 



E. Barnes 



Leah Foster 



Staff Writer 



Tag.. .You’re it! 



Avila University currently offers free vehicle registration and 
parking tags. Students must register their vehicles through the 
Student Affairs Office and receive their student IDs at the same 
time. Once a vehicle is registered and placed in the Avila data- 
base, security will be able to identify whom the vehicle belongs 
to in the case of an emergency. 

Security Officer Simon Muturi is excited for 
the new change. 

“It makes my job easier knowing whom a 
vehicle belongs to, and what they are doing 
there,” Muturi said. 

It is not mandatory for all students to regis- 
ter their vehicles but will be at some point in 
the future. Residents, however, are required to 
register their vehicles. Failure to register 
could result in a $50 fine. 

Cokethea Hill, a new graduate student, 
knew about the parking tags but was told it 
was only mandatory for students living on 
campus. 

Another graduate student, Kate Kimsey, said she did not 
know about the parking tags but did notice an increase in park- 
ing tickets after receiving one for a parking violation. 

“I will look into getting a parking tag to prevent another 



Contact Information 

A\ilii l ni\iT.sih Securih 
KnuTgency Number 

( 816 ) 501-2474 

l.a/.er Tow Service- 
(irandvicw 

( 816 ) 763-2112 

Avila Student l.il'e Office 

( 816 ) 501-3660 



ticket in the future,” Kimsey said. 

“It is just good practice - making it easier and quicker to iden- 
tify the owner of a vehicle,” Vice President and Dean of Student 
Affairs Joe Deighton said. 

The new system combines receiving student IDs at the same 
time as parking tags, so the majority of stu- 
dents will get the tags this year. 

“Once the students have the parking tags, 
they don’t have to renew it every year and 
most will take advantage of getting them while 
they are still free. In the future there could be 
designated parking areas with distinct parking 
tags,” Deighton said. “As for now, students are 
free to park in valid parking spaces.” 

The majority of faculty members believe that 
all students will benefit by registering their 
vehicles to provide a sense of security know- 
ing they could be notified if something was 
wrong with their vehicle, if their vehicle need- 
ed to be moved due to blocking access on 
campus, or if there was a safety risk. The end result could be 
parking citations or paying to get the vehicle out of a tow serv- 
ice parking lot. 



Avila’s first university homecoming 



“Avila’s Homecoming is going to be an 
exciting event...fun university-style.” 



Katie McRoberts 



Staff Writer 

F ootball, dancing, and food are 
just a few of the many events 
planned during Avila’s 
Homecoming week. From 
Thursday, Oct 17. through Sunday, 
Oct. 20, students and faculty can 
expect numerous activities and enter- 
tainment on and off campus. 

“Avila’s Homecoming is going to be 
an exciting event... fun university- 
style,” Director of Alumni Relations 
Morten Klinte said. 

The celebration begins with a bon- 
fire and pep rally starting at 8:30 p.m. 
on Thursday. The Homecoming court 
will be announced, and Avila’s cheer- 
leaders will perform. Friday’s events 



• Director of Alumni Relations Morten Klinte 



include Mass at 11:30 a.m., a carnival 
and picnic from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., and a volleyball match between 
Avila and Kansas Westleyan at 7 p.m. 

The tailgate party begins on 
Saturday at 11:30 a.m. According to 
Klinte, the tailgate is guaranteed to be 
fun and he invites all students and fac- 
ulty to attend. The food is free for fac- 
ulty and $5 for students. After that, the 
football game begins at 1:30 p.m. 
against the Lindenwood Lions at 
Rockhurst High School. 

The dance takes place that evening 
at 7 p.m. and is free to all 
students. According to Director of 
Student Activities Jason Baldwin, it 



will be held in the quad and students 
can look forward to dancing, dressing 
up, food, and music with a disc jockey. 
This is also when the King and Queen 
will be crowned. 

Mass will be held at 9 a.m. and 
brunch will follow in the Marian Center 
at 10:30 a.m. Sunday morning. Sunday 
afternoon, the men’s and women’s soc- 
cer teams play at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
against Central Methodist . 

For additional information on how to 
become a part of the action, contact 
Baldwin at (816) 501-3754. 
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Name change 



Continued from p. 1 

will continue to work on get- 
ting people to know who 
Avila is, but this will defi- 
nitely help.” 

Students also find the 
name change interesting and 
exciting. 

“I was surprised at first, 
but then once it set in, I had 
a sense of pride that I was 
here and was able see the 
change,” Junior Josh 
Ellington said. 

“Avila has a good reputa- 
tion already, so it doesn’t 
really matter whether or not 
it is a college or university,” 
Senior Crystal Holt said. 

To honor the name 
change, a celebration was 
held on Sept. 5, 2002, in the 
quad. A*tree was planted to 
commemorate the new 
beginning. Planted on a tri- 
angular grass island in the 
quad, each side representing 
a significant aspect of Avila. 

“The first side represents 
when we started as a junior 
college in 1916, the second 
side represents when we 
became a four year college 
in 1940, and the third side 
represents when we became 
a university in 2002,” 

Gordon remarked at the cer- 
emony. 

“I thought that it was cool 
that we all got to pour dirt 



on the tree that now is the 
symbol of Avila University,” 
Junior Melissa Stovall said. 
“It says that we are stepping 
up and progressing forward 
to better our school, and that 
really says something about 
our community and our 
school.” 

Avila University is doing 
just that - progressing for- 
ward. New street banners 
lining Womall Road say 
“Avila University.” Avila is 
also changing the lights on 
campus to represent a more 
contemporary look and is 
working on improving the 
campus as a whole. 

“We are expanding the 
look and feel of Avila cam- 
pus to make it more consis- 
tent with what is thought of 
as a university,” Gordon 
said. 

“I am excited because it 
adds prestige to an already 
well-respected school,” 
Ellington said. 

Avila is growing and 
broadening its horizon. It is 
developing rapidly and gain- 
ing much respect in the 
process. 

Yehle agrees. “I have a 
very deep-seated feeling that 
Avila has evolved into a 
high-caliber university.” 




E. Barnes 

Members of the Avila community were invited to commemorate the 
change from college to university by planting a purple plum tree at 
the celebration on Sept. 5. 




njglxWnTs a new communication link between 
wHpxkly and your student government. We will 
feand updated information of our current agenda or 
eampus concerns. 



fw responsibilities of the Student Senate: 

• We are the official vehicle for the expression of 
the interests and concerns of the student body 

• We are a means by which students may organize 
and coordinate their efforts 

• We draft recommendations to the administration 

. and faculty concerning improvements for the Uni- 
a versity 

oft We form an alliance with other students to sup- 
ill port and advocate student rights 



idem Senate is currently working on: 
Campus Lighting 
Handicap Accessibility 
Fountain Addition Project 



suggestion or a question? Use our suggestion box 
in the computer lab of Hooley-Bundschu Library! 



‘Weed patch’ 

Continued from p. 1 

Biology Bob Powell said. “What sporting events and intramurals. 



made the loss more painful was the 
fact that the older patch was far 
enough along in the successional 
process (the natural replacement of 
one vegetative community by anoth- 
er) to be really interesting.” 

Though the removal of the ecology 
plot has forced the biology depart- 
ment to find alternate grounds for lab 
experiments, the loss of part of the 
plot from an earlier incident proved 
to lessen the blow. 

“The fact that the lower, less-devel- 
oped patch had already been 
destroyed to a substantial degree by 
the laying of a new pipeline made the 
[recent] loss a bit easier to take,” 
Powell said. 

The new field was deemed neces- 
sary by the university to provide 
more adequate area, not only for the 
football team, but also for other 



“Land is a priority for Avila, and 
there was a definite need for another 
flat level space,” Vice President and 
Dean of Student Affairs Joe Deighton 
said. 

The final decision to put an end to 
the ecology plot did not leave many 
questions within the biology depart- 
ment concerning Avila’s priorities to 
their program. 

“I’m not sure that trading our ‘weed 
patch’ for an athletic field constitutes 
placing a heavier emphasis on sports 
than on academics. I’d like to think it 
was a decision made for the ‘greater 
good’ of the institution,” Powell said. 

The university’s executive commit- 
tee approved the plans for the field and 
the demolition of the ecology plot. 
The new field is scheduled for com- 
pletion in the spring of 2003. 



ii 
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Avila welcomes new faculty 



Mikelle Fields 



Features Editor 



to its department. A desire to be 
involved in academia again led 
Reboy- Woolery to Avila. She previ- 
ously instructed at Emporia State 
University and worked in the private 
sector consulting in training and 
research services. 

Reboy-Woolery will teach three 
courses this fall. She will teach child 
and adolescent psychology, introduc- 
tion to psychology, and graduate psy- 
chology. 

Reboy-Woolery has high expecta- 
tions of her students. 

“I want to create a class where you 
are going to 

I I work hard 

• I and learn a 

I lot.- but 

, I have fun. 

College is 
where you 
‘ develop 
■BB SS " and prepare 

A ' to become a 

JL* profession- 

: yhc I til." Reboy- 

fij W o o 1 e r y 

said. 



and see me outside of class, go to the 
student resource center, and get help 
from one another,” Roy said. 

Roy believes one reason she has 
succeeded is because of Avila’s small 
community. 

“At Avila you get the best of both 
worlds; you get the university setting 
and the small class room setting,” 
Roy said. 



has received the most new faculty 
members. Three new teachers have 
joined that division. 



A vila added seven new faculty 
members this semester and 
academic divisions ranging 
from humanities to nursing have seen 
new additions. 



• Ron McCleary is an assistant pro- 
fessor of computer science. A 
Missouri native, McCleary received 
both his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of 
Missouri-Rolla. He has taught at sev- 
eral 

schools, 
including 



• Social science division is joined 
by Lindee Peterson Wilson. After a 
career spanning 20 years in juvenile 
delinquency, family therapy, and post- 
graduate instruction, Wilson is “excit- 
ed about Avila.” 

“Avila feels familiar. The people 
here are incredibly nice. There is a lot 
of southern hospitality,” Wilson said. 

Wilson completed both her under- 
graduate 
i d g i a d u 
at 
the 

University 

of Iowa. >V 

Her I 

include a ■ 

bachelor’s RSL/ f ■ 

in both ■ 1/ - 

journalism 

and social V f 

work, as R, ( 

well as a SR 'MjaL ., w kr-y 

rf sin ' 

work. " ' 



• Sports players at Avila 
should recognize Jodi 
Courts. Courts is the third 
addition to the NAHSM 



smAssssmm 



• The 
final 
new face 
to join 
the Avila 
faculty 
is Janet 
Reagor. 
Reagor 
is an 
assistant 



• The 

humanities division is joined by 
Randy Emery. Emery serves as an 
assistant professor and director of 
design and technical direction of 
Avila’s Goppert Theatre. 

After receiving his master’s in fine 
arts from Arizona State University, he 
taught there for several years. Later, 
he and his wife moved to Kansas City 
where he worked for several theaters 
in technical direction. 

Last semester, Emery worked part- 
time at Avila, but has since joined the 
faculty full-time. Not only does 
Emery teach, but he designs and 

builds stage sets and supervises light • Another person to join the 
and sound among other responsibili- NAHSM division is Kathleen Roy. 
ties. Despite her new position, Roy is not a 

“So far, Avila is the best place I’ve new face at Avila. Ten years ago, she 
worked. People are respectful and received her bachelor’s degree from 
honest. The level of respect is the Avila. She later received her master’s 
biggest thing,” Emery said. from Central Missouri State 

Emery welcomes all majors to University, 

experience the theater. This fall, Roy will teach college 

“We have all kinds of people. In algebra, finite math, and modem 

fact, I have a number of football play- geometry. Roy wants her students to 
ers working for me in work study. feel relaxed and unthreatened by 
They don’t know much about theater, mathematics, 
but they bring a good attitude and we “I realize a lot of students come 
have some fun,” Emery said. into a math class thinking they are 

going to fail. What I try to do is let 
The Natural Allied Health Sciences them know I am here to help them. • The education/psychology divi- 

and Mathematics division (NAHSM) The best way to succeed is to come sion welcomes Lisa Reboy-Woolery 



Rockhurst University. 

This semester, McCleary will \- 
teach computer organization and | 
concepts, visual basic program- 
ming, and understanding com- 
puters. 

McCleary enjoys his profes- 
sion. 

“It was a real blessing with me 
finding computer science. It was a 
good fit,” McCleary said. 



Clockwise from left: Jodi Courts, Lindee 
Peterson Wilson, Randy Emery, Lisa 
Reboy-Woolery, Janet Reagor and Kathleen 
Roy. Center: Ron McCleary. 



division. In addition to serving as 

an athletic trainer for Avila sports professor in nursing in Avila’s nursing 
players, she teaches introduction to division. 

sports science. Like Wilson, Courts Reagor is a registered nurse and 

received her bachelor’s and master’s received her nursing degree from 
degrees from the University of Iowa. Illinois Wesleyan University. 

Courts appreciates students with a After thoughts of relocating, Reagor 
desire to learn. and her husband settled in Kansas 

“I want students to be eager and be City. Word of Avila’s prestigious nurs- 
passionate about sports science. They ing program led her here, 
should express their genuine inter- “Students can expect me to be really 

ests,” she said. interested in the topics we will discuss; 

Avila’s setting is what Courts I am excited about nursing and I want 

desired while job hunting. them to be excited about nursing” 

“I feel comfortable here. The stu- Reagor said, 
dents have been fun, and I am looking Avila welcomes all the new faculty 
forward to knowing everyone, members and looks forward to an 

Avila is a nice community,” Courts enlightening school year, 
said. 
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Student spotlight 



Avila’s award 
winning poet 



Simon 
Muturi 
works hard 
to keep 
Avila safe 



Jamalaa’ Ferrell 

Staff Writer 

I nstructor of English at Avila 
University and Kansas City 
native Stanley Banks is a rec- 
ognized poet and winner of the 
1981 Langston Hughes Prize for 
On Alley Way, his first series of 
poems. 

Banks, raised as a poor black in 
Kansas City’s inner city, consid- 
ers his dream occupation at Avila 
a “fulfillment of the American 
potential,” and a great honor 
“working with and instructing a 
diverse group of bright students.” 
His recently published article in 
the Kansas City Star, “Out of the 
Blues,” remembers and gives 
recognition to the tragedy that 
struck America with grief on 
Sept. 11, 2001, when more than 
3,000 people lost their lives due 
to violent acts of terrorism. 

He states that the events on that 



early morning forced him to 
“think who I am as an African- 
American, and citizen of the 
United States.” 

Over the years, he has had some 
challenging questions posed to 
him as a black male. 

“I still believe that America is 
the land of big hearts and great 
potential,” Banks said. 

He was also a recipient of a 1989 
National Endowment for the Arts 
fellowship grant for creative writ- 
ing. He has been a major contrib- 
utor as an example for other inner 
city youth destined for greatness. 
Banks is another one of Kansas 
City’s voices of truth for genera- 
tions to come. 



Hilary Hetz Mm 

Advertising Manager . w ^ Barnes 

S imon Muturi might be seen three weeks after the bombings, 
walking around on campus “Experiencing both attacks, I 
as the Avnu security guard, realize what it is to be an 
or he may be sitting one seat over American citizen,” Muturi said. “I 
in class. By day, he keeps the cam- think it is the greatest country on 
pus safe, and by night, he attends earth.” 
classes at Avila. Muturi came to Kansas City 

Originally from Kenya, Muturi because of family. After earning 
came to the United States 12 years the position of security officer, he 
ago. He joined the Marine Corps began taking classes to continue 
for four years before coming to his education, 
work on campus. As a child, Muturi likes Avila for many rea- 

Muturi observed planes flying in sons. 

the sky while playing with his “I love the people I work with 

friends. He would tell them, “one and being able to interact with the 

day I’ll get in one of those planes students. I really like my job.” 

and go wherever it is going.” The Muturi has always had many 
Marines helped him accomplish goals and aspirations. His major is 
that dream. political science, and he plans to 

Muturi is thankful for the many study law after graduating from 
opportunities living in the United Avila. 

States has given him. In his life- “It has always been something 
time, he has experienced two ter- I’ve wanted to do,” Muturi said, 
rorist attacks: the embassy bomb- His plan after graduation next 
ings in Africa in 1998 and the year is to study law, possibly at the 
attacks of Sept. 1 1 , 200 1 . At the University of Missouri* Kansas 
time of the embassy bombings, City. \ 

Muturi was still in the Marines. “Avila is the best thing th*t has 

His native language is Swahili, so happened to me, and I’m exclv^d 
the FBI asked him to be a transla- to be here.” \ 

tor. He worked with the FBI for 



Stanley Banks’ article Out of the Blues remembers the 



E. Barnes 



Prayers answered 

Avila\new director of campus ministry 



Betsy Rechtien 
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11 across this great country, cities are known 
for certain recognizable traits. People know 
that if you want a slice of pizza, you go to 
New York. If you want to become a star, you go to 
Hollywood. And if you want to sin, it is Vegas all the 
way, baby! So here we are, nestled in the heart Of 
America, and we hold experiences which can only be 
truly fulfilled in good ol’ K.C. 



Jamie Cox 

Staff Writer 

Finger-lickin’ 

good!!! 

As the appetizing scent of beef, 
hickory smoke, and sauce circu- 
lates the town, any local or tourist 



could telj you, Kansas City knows 
barbecue. In perfect Kansas City 
tradition, our barbecue is usually 
a dry-rubbed, slow-roasted, lip- 
smacking delicacy unlike any 
other. The metro area features 
more than 90 barbecue joints, 
including Arthur Bryant’s, Gates 
and Sons, and Jack Stack. 
Barbecue chefs across the city 
fhave perfected the art of barbecu- 
ihe and they show it off at the 



annual American Royal 
Barbecue, held this year, 

Oct. 3-5. This event has 
people flocking from 
across the country and the world 
to show off and indulge in barbe- 
cuing bliss. The American Royal 
Barbecue is also a good reunion 
for the more than 2,500 members 
of the Kansas City Barbecue 
Society. That is right, a whole 
society dedicated to discussing, 
sampling, and improving barbe- 
cue classics. For American 
Royal Barbecue ticket informa- 
tion, call (816) 221-9800. 



Celebrations of 
water!!! 



Kansas City is also known as 
the City of Fountains. Constant 
disputes erupt over which city is 
home to the most fountains in 
the world, Rome or Kansas City. 

holds its own, and is put- 
ting up a new fountain practical- 



of 

Kansas City’s famous fountains. 
The Plaza is home to many gor- 
geous fountains such as the J.C. 
Nichols Memorial Fountain. 

The J.C. Nichols .Fountain, 
which spews water over 30 feet 
the air, is dedicated to the 

. r. 

developer of the Plaza, and 
depicts four equestrian figures. 
If this fountain is a little too big 



for you, travel to the northeast 
corner of Ward Parkway and 
Womall. There stands the god- 
dess, Pomona, holding a cluster 
of grapes atop an overflowing 
bowl of water. If art viewing is 
more your style, make plans to 
visit the Nelson- Atkins Museum 
of Fine Art and view the oldest 
fountain in the city. There in the 
Renaissance-style courtyard of 
the museum stands the Rozzelle 
Court Fountain. Thought to have 
been one of the imperial baths of 
Rome, this fountain dates back to 
about 200 A.D. 

If you feel like viewing one of 
the city’s newest fountains, it can 

be found at Union Station. There, 

> •• 

the Bloch fountain dazzles daily. 
Delightful by day, yet breathtak- 
ing at night, the computer gener- 
ated water show that the Bloch 
fountain displays was created by 
the same designers responsible 
for the beautiful Bellagio foun- 
tains in Las Vegas. The fountains 
of Kansas City are too many to 
mention, but as a nice Saturday 
afternoon jaunt around the city 
promises many opportunities to 
see these celebrations of water. 



Game On!!! 



So our sports teams may not 
always be on the top of their 



/ 
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Kansas City 



game, but one thing is for sure, . 
Kansas City fans are passionate. • 
At any time of the year Kansas 
City is host to.p»ofessional sports 
of all kin*- Let us begin with the 
Kansas City Royals. This major 
league baseball team, which plays 
at Kauffman Stadium, known as 
“The K.” promises a fun time for 
all ages. Tickets run as low as $5 
a seat. One would be crazy not to 
make it to at least on^game in 
the season. For Royals ticket 
information call (800) 6ROYALS, 
or order online at kcroyals.com. 

The pride of Kansas City, the 
Kansas City Chiefs, call 
Arrowhead Stadium home. Fans 
have made Arrowhead the loudest 
stadium in all of the NFL. Loyal 
to the core, Chiefs fans create a 
sea of red and greet opposing 
teams every Sunday. If you can 
get tickets, go. It is something 
that all Kansas City residents 
must experience. For ticket infor- 
mation call (816) 931-3330 or 
order online at 
www.kcchiefs.com. 




only $7. For tickets call (816) Craftsman Trucks. To get in on 
471-4222 or contact TicketMaster. the action, call (913) 328-RACE 
Finally, does gasoline pump or log onto www.kansasspeed- 



that things were run his way, ille- 
gally. Liquor was abundant 
throughout the city’s private 




which opened in 2001, is host to 



the NASCAR’s Winston Cup, 



Busch and Indy Racing 



Leagues, as well as 



clubs, which made Kansas City a 
magnet for fantastic jazz, includ- 
ing world famous jazz artists, 
such as Count Basie and Charlie 
Parker. Jazz acts were booked 
throughout Kansas City’s clubs 
and hotels nightly, and created a 
Mecca in the intersecting streets 
of 1 8th and Vine, a place where 
artists converged for impromptu 
jam sessions at any time of day, 
18th and Vine truly was the place 
to be. Where the spirit of great 
jazz radiates stands the Kansas 
City Jazz Museum. An attraction 
for the young and old alike, this 
museum is definitely a must-see. 
Cost for admission is $6 for 
adults and $2.50 for children. For 
additional ticket information and 
hours call (816) 871-3016. 

Whether dining on ribs while 
watchifig the game, or jammin’ to 
jazz next to an eruption of water, 
Kansas City, a great place to be 
when all you want to do is eat, 
.drink, and be merry. 

For more Kansas City attrac- 
tions visit www.kansascity.com. 

Photos by Sara Maley 
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If you are a soccer fan, then 
K.C. is for you because Kansas 
City is the home of the 
2000 Major League 
Soccer champions 
theKansas City Wizards. 

These boys put on a 
great show, and always 
have Arrowhead 
hopping. For ticket 
information call 
(816) 920-9300 or, 

TicketMaster at 
(816) 931-3330 or visit 
www.ticketmaster.com. 

When the weather turns cold, 
head indoors and witness the 
action of our own Kansas City 
Comets. Calling Kemper Arena 
home, the Major Indoor Soccer 
League’s season runs from 
October through April. For 
Comets ticket information con- 
tact TicketMaster. 

If a game of hoops is more to 
your liking, head again toward 
Kemper Arena this winter and 
watch the Kansas City Knights, 
a member of the American 
Basketball Association. The 
K.C. Knights play December 
through April, and tickets start at 



way.com. Now, that should get 
your motor running. 



through your veins? If so, then 
head out to the Kansas Speedway 
This $224 million dollar track, 



Jazz it up!!! 



Sure, New 
Orleans was the 
’birthplace of jazz 
music, but 
Kansas City is 
where it became 



distinguished 
from any other 
music in America 
at the time. It 
was the roaring 
‘20s and reputed 
mob boss Tom 
Pendergast was 
running Kansas 
City. Although 
prohibition was 
well under way, 
Pemdergast con- 
trolled so much 
of the city, 
including politics 
and the police, 
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New coach kick-starts season 



Jared Bryant 



a 



Staff Writer 



Paul McNally is a full-time 
criminal justice teacher at 
Raymore-Peculiar High — 

School, but his ties with Avila 
are as the head coach for the 
women’s soccer program. With 30 
years of coaching experience, his 
accomplishments include being a 
part of nine successful programs, 
three of them for colleges. He 
plans on making Avila his fourth. 

After accepting the job as a part- 
time coach, McNally assured 
Athletic Director Mike Sharpe the 
position would be accepted by a 
full-time coach. 

“The program has a much more 
positive outlook and a chance for 
improvement thanks to the new 
coach,” senior Sara Beckley said. 

Changes in attitude, work ethic, 
and recruitment are his three focal 
points for the improvement of the 
women’s soccer program. McNally 
wants his players to know they can 



The program has a much more positive 
outlook and a chance for improvement 
thanks to the new coach,” 

~ Senior Sara Beckley 



win every game. 

“When the 'whistle blows at the 
beginning of the match the score is 
always tied 0-0. Both teams that 
step on the field have an equal 
chance of winning,” McNally said. - 

Taking struggling teams and 
rebuilding their foundations is 
what McNally enjoys. He assures 
his team that if they adopt an 
intense work ethic, they will pre- 
vail. Part of that rebuilding stage is 
the recruitment process and 
McNally believes it is the single 
most important part of coaching at 
the college level. 

“McNally does have an exten- 
sive knowledge of the sport and he 
knows a lot more than my high 
school coach. I am very satisfied 
with Coach McNally’s intelligence 



and enthusiasm,” 
freshman Jamie 
Blake said. 

While some play- 
ers are enthusiastic, McNally 
thinks a change in attitude is like a 



petition for the conference title. 
This will then lead to the possibili- 
ty of Avila’s.national ranking to 
increase. 

“Tt is a very lofty, but very 
attainable goal,” McNally said. 



cold. “It does 
not happen to a 
whole team at 
once. It needs 
only to possess 
one team mem- 
ber and the rest 
will catch on.” 

McNally 
hopes that by 
teaching the 
team how to 
properly 
defend, possess 
the ball, and 
capitalize on 
scoring, it will 

increase the con- p res h ma n defender Zoe Shaffer moves the ball, 
sistency of com 




E. Barnes 






i - 



sc 

B 

di 

le 

te 

in 



Ti 

gi 

v< 

bi 

b< 

m 

U 

tc 

L 



gi 

U 

ti 

01 



1C 



Senior spotlight: Rebecca Reed 
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Senior midfielder, Rebecca Reed 



E. Barnes 



Kimberly Brim 

Staff Writer 

While Rebecca Reed may not 
stand out among other students 
across campus, her story does set 
her apart from many of them. A 
loss in her childhood has helped 
get her where she is today. 

When she was only four, her 
brother was taken away from her 
in a fatal accident. She lost her 
best friend, and her parents lost 
their son. To get her back into the 
world of a child, her parents 
signed her up for soccer. This 
helped her cope and become more 
social around other children. 

Raised in Tulsa, Okla., Reed is 
not putting her past behind her and 
moving on, but rather she is living 
with her experiences and growing. 
She is a right midfielder and for- 
ward on the soccer team. In her 
spare time, she enjoys studying for 
her biology major and chemistry 
minor, as well as interning at 
Quintiles. She studies in the ana- 
lytics department, concentrating on 
the application process. This will 
help her when she enters pharmacy 
school. 



Last spring, she also worked at a 
local nature center rescuing injured 
animals. While it may not sound 
like much to some, Reed found it to 
be a wonderful experience. It also 
increased her awareness of the 
world because they were taking 
care of animals most people con- 
sider insignificant. 

Never wanting to stand still, Reed 
tutors for Avila’s Upward Bound 
program. Upward Bound assists 
local high school students to reach 
their highest potential, as well as 
prepare them for college. 

Reed is still unsure what the 
future holds. Wherever she ends up 
though, giving back to the commu- 
nity is a guaranteed requirement. 

Beginning her final year at Avila, 
Reed is excited that -the soccer sea- 
son is underway. She hopes the 
home game crowds are big and full 
of support. She also advises under- 
classmen to make smart decisions, 
both academically and socially. 
These have been the most exciting 
years of her life and she hopes they 
are the same for others as well. 
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Chemistry on the court Football numbers jump to 120 



Malik Kincheloe 



Staff Writer 

W omen’s volleyball has 
had its ups and downs 
over the past few sea- 
sons. However, new head coach 
Brett Tallcott plans on setting a 
different outlook for women’s vol- 
leyball. Ever since Tallcott was a 
teenager, volleyball has played an 
important part in his life. 

Growing up in Olathe, Kan., 
Talcott was first introduced to the 
game by his father, the high school 
volleyball coach. Along with some 
buddies from church, Talcott 
began playing in church tourna- 
ments throughout high school. 
Upon graduating, Talcott went on 
to Graceland University in 
Lamoni, Iowa. 

Talcott is no stranger to the 
game of coaching. He coached a 
U.S.A. select team, taking them to 
the Junior Olympic Nationals two 
out of his three years. 

“He really knows' his stuff,” jun- 
ior Toni Ferrara said. 

Talcott said he found out about 
the position as head coach through 
someoneielse that interviewed for 
the job. After they interviewed, the 
person called him and discussed it 
with him. 

“The interview with Avila went 




Brett Tallcott heads the 2002 volleyball 
program 

pretty smoothly. I liked the ques- 
tions that were asked of me and I 
also like the chemistry I received 
throughout the whole interviewing 
process,” Talcott said. 

Talcott has goals of changing the 
women’s volleyball program into 
one of efficiency. 

“Everyone seemed to like what I 
would bring to Avila, like the fact 
I am a Kansas City native, and 
since I just recently graduated, I 
know all of the new rule changes. 
Since the game of volleyball has 
had so many rule changes in the 
past I bring experience and know- 
how to Avila,” Talcott said. 

Talcott is up to the challenge and 
is willing to. prove it. He wants to 
compete well against each team in 
the conference, as well as finish in 
the top 50th percentile. 



Theophilus Clark 



Staff Writer 
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E xtensive recruiting has provided 
the Avila football team with 120 
players. This is a sharp contrast to last 
year’s team, which consisted of 72 

players. Yet 

when look- 
ing at the 
national col- 
legiate roster 
average, the 
large num- 
ber does not 
stand out. 

The average 
team con- 
sists of 118 
players, and 
there are 
logical rea- 
sons for the 
number. 

“We recruit 
over the requirement to allow for the 
people who will not make it through 
training camp,” Assistant Defensive 
Back Coach Bobby Bass said. 

Not all of the i20 players are taking 
the field. There are several players 
out due to injury, and according to 
NAIA rules, only 65 players are 
allowed to be on the travel team. The 
other players may attend the game, 
but they are not allowed to play. 
Though seemingly unfair for those 



who may or may not play, it helps the 
team as a whole. 

“The number of players has led to 
greater competition on the football 
field. Some of the positions are too 
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“The amount of players has 
led to greater competition on 
the football field.” 

- Cornerback Dennys Rodriguez 



deep, so It makes everybody in that 
position work harder,” cornerback 
Dennys Rodriguez said. 

Coaches, in addition to team mem- 
bers, are excited about the team’s 
depth due to the large number of play- 
ers. 

“We have a lot of skilled players this 
year, which. will allow us to do some 
exciting things,” Offensive Line 
Coach Tony Perkins said. 



Fall Athletics Calender 



Volleyball 


Sept. 26 


vs Missouri Valley 


Away 


W Soccer 


Sept. 27 


vs Benedictine 


Away 


M Soccer 
Football 


Sept. 28 
Sept. 28 


vs Benedictine 
OPEN 


Away 


M Soccer 


Sept. 30 


vs Missouri Valley 


HOME 


W Soccer 


Oct. 4 


vs Central MO State 


Away 


Football 


Oct. 5 


vs Central Methodist 


Away 


W Soccer 


Oct. 5 


vs St. Ambrose 


Away 


M Soccer 


Oct. 8 


vs Tabor 


Away 


W Soccer 


Oct. 8 


vs Tabor 


Away 


Volleyball 


Oct. 8 


vs Benedictine 


HOME 


M Soccer 


Oct. 11 


vs Park 


Away 


W Soccer 


Oct. 12 


vs Bethel 


Away 


Football 


Oct. 12 


vs Culver-Stockton 


Away 


Volleyball 


Oct. 12 


vs Kansas Wesleyan 

vs Missouri-Rolla 


Away 


M Soccer 


Oct. 13 


HOME 


Volleyball 


Oct. 15 


vs Graceland 


HOME 


M Soccer 


Oct. 18 


vs MidAm. Nazarene 


Away 


W Soccer 


Oct. 18 


vs MidAm. Nazarene 


Away 


Volleyball 


Oct. 18 


vs Kansas Wesleyan 


HOME 


Football 


Oct. 19 


vs Lindenwood 


HOME 


W Soccer 


Oct. 20 


vs Central Methodist 


HOME 


M Soccer 


Oct. 20 


vs Central Methodist 


HOME 


Volleyball 


Oct. 22 


vs MidAm. Nazarene 


Away 


W Soccer 


Oct. 23 


vs Baker 


Away 


Volleyball 


Oct. 24 


vs William Jewell 


HOME 
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Independent 
films take 
center stage 



Nicole Sowders 



Staff Writer 



local professionals and real world 
professionals,” Director of the 
Theater Charlene Gould said. 



A vila University’s theater 
department begins the 
2002-2003 season with 

Arsenic and Old • 

Lace at Goppert - 

Theatre, showing ! 

Oct. 17-20. A din- 
ner theater precedes 1 
the evening per- ' 
formances on 
Friday, Oct. 1 8, and | 

Saturday, Oct. 19. ' , , 

“It’s going to be y .i; , 

great. There 

bigger cast, and that^^’ 
makes everyone 
unite," Matt 
Bruegging, an actor 
playing Mr. Gibbs, § 
said. “The play is a , 
good comedy plus a 
good story line. It 
should be a good 

time and fun for 



Jeremy Lillig 



Staff Writer 



“If you see a big named actor, about the trials and tribulations of 
he probably owes someone dating and love. As an offering 

money.” This witty phrase, among from Artisan Entertainment, it is an 
others, can be seen around town effort to return to their independent 
on posters promoting the arrival of roots. Other confirmed films 
the Ninth Annual Filmfest Kansas include The Farewell (from 
City. The festival runs from Oct. Germany), Lagaan (from India), 

4 through Oct. 10. and Djomeh, a joint production 

■ This year’s agenda looks to be from Iran and France, 
another dream for film enthusiasts, If Motown is more your taste, see 
featuring a number of American- Standing in the Shadows of 
made and international films. Motown , a documentary on the 

There will be 40 to 50 films show- Funk Brothers, who played for The 
ing during the week-long festival. Temptations, Marvin Gaye, The 
The majority will be shown at the Four Tops, and many other artists. 
Cinemark Palace Theatre on the Cost for the entire festival (any- 
Plaza. Additional showings will time, any showing) is $40. Single 
be held at the Tivoli Manor Square tickets are $7, and a four pack is 
Theatre. $20. Student discounts reduce the 

There have been three American full festival passes to $30 and sin- 
films confirmed thus far, one of gle tickets to just $5. 
which is Roger Dodger, a film 



Stephen Mitsh practices his lines with fellow Barnes 

actor Steve Castro during rehearsals for Arsenic & Old Lace. 



written by Joseph Kesselring. In The play is directed by Kathleen 
1944, the play was turned into a Warfel. Warfel has been directing 

Film starring Cary Grant. Arsenic plays for 15 years, but this will be 
and Old Lace is about a man that her first play at Avila, 
learns his elderly aunts and his “The play should be a fun pro- 
brother are serial killers. He duction, a great time and an enjoy- 

attempts to sort this out before he able event for everyone,” Warfel 

leaves for his honeymoon. The said. 

play includes 14 cast members, all “We have a really good director 
of whom are theater majors at and have new directing styles,” 
Avila. - . . • Bruegging 

The lead said. 

the HHTV opens 

are IVvSlfc' Homecoming 

Mortimer Week on Oct. 

Brewster, 17-19 at 8 

played by p.m., and on 

Stephen Oct. 20, a 

Mitsch; matinee will 

Aunt sxsf%m begin 2 

Abby Jgj WjM p.m. Tickets 

Brewster, are free for 

played by Avila stu- 

Melissa dents. Dinner 

Legg;andi ■ ! theater per- 

formances are 

Martha Sc°u Turner caught between Stephen Mitsh and on Oct. 1 8 and 

Brewster, . . GinaRivera - , " , 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

played by Jill Johnson. Auditions for an additional cost. To order 
took place on Wednesday, Aug. tickets or for more information, 

28, the first day of classes. call (816) 501-3699. 

“I saw an opportunity to bring in 



What Avila University 
Tutors Can Do For You 



► Help students REVIEW content work 

► Help students IDENTIFY patterns of error 

► Help students SET realistic academic goals - 

► Help students LEARN content skills 

► Help students ACQUIRE speaking/listening/writing skills in the English language 

► Help students GAIN awareness of personal learning and knowledge 

► Help students BRUSH UP fundamental skills 

► Help students USE problem-solving strategies 

► Help students INCORPORATE test-taking, reading, and other skills necessary 
for academic success 

► Help students FIND and UTILIZE appropriate resources to solve problems 

► Help students CONNECT with faculty and staff resources (referrals) as needed 

► Help students FOSTER independence and pride in thinking and learning 

► Help all students COURTEOUSLY, RESPECTFULLY, and DIPLOMATICALLY 



We are here to help ALL students 
succeed NOW, and In the future. 



Call 816-501-3666 or stop by the Student Resource Center in lower Blasco Hall to schedule an appointment. 
Evening tutoring is available in Ridgway Hall. You may also visit us at www.avlla.edu/lnfo^src/collegeskills. 



Fraternities * Sororities 
Clubs * Student Groups 



Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with a proven 
CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundrising : event. Our; programs 
make fundraising easy with no risks. Fundraising dates are 
filling quickly, so get with the program! It works’/ Contact 
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or visit www.campus- 
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MUSIC LIVES UP TO A LONG SUMMER 



God Loves 
Ugly and So 
Will You! 

Justin Heany 

Staff Writer 

I f you are a fan of today’s 
biggest rap spectacles such as 
Nelly, Ludicrous, and Jay-Z, 
then stop, put down the paper and 
back up because Atmosphere is 
not for you. 

Atmosphere, behind front man, 
Slug sets a new standard for rap 
music. In their seventh album, 
Atmosphere continues to bring 
original and creative beats that 
color and complement the highly 
relevant and honest lyrics. 

Slug dares to go where the typi- 
cal rapper will not and allows lis- 
teners to experience his bleeding 
heart and feel his bold pain in 
“F*** you Lucy.” This is one of 
the most candid songs in all of 
music, let alone rap. This song 
flows more like a poet reciting a 
personal poem and less like a rap- 
per in a studio having his hand 
held by a producer. The refrain 
suggests Slug’s pain and confusion 
by repeating, “Everyone in this life 
would mistake it as love.” 

In a more positive song, . 
Atmosphere challenges the nega- 
tive profile that rap artists such as 
Eminem cash in on. He 
announces that one should, “Just 
remember it all, the beauty as well 
as the flaws,” in the track titled 
“Love Life.” Further, as a service 
to those who simply are listening 
to enjoy the beat, he concludes by 
repeating the phrase, “love life,” 

16 times, allowing no ear to ignore 
this powerful declaration. 

God Loves Ugly is one of the 
most emotional, intellectual, and 
philosophical albums I have heard 
come out of the arena of rap since 
2 -Pac, and even he was hit and 
miss. Over the 1 8 tracks that 
Atmosphere offers, there is never a 
moment that you will not be chal- 
lenged to think. At the very least 
it makes you aware how stale, and 
frankly stupid, it is to continue lis- 
tening to songs about flashy over- 
priced cars on 20” rims. 

God Loves Ugly 
Atmosphere 
Rhyme Sayers 
Entertainment 
Grade: A 



Jeremy Cox 



7 Staff Writer 

W ith a summer cholk full of 17-year-old kids 

telling, us what is complicated in life and pop- 
filled musical ditties shooting their way up the 
charts, it is easy to let decent music fall through the 
cracks. In a pop world, where everything from Eminem 
to N*SYNC is labeled as being “pop,” how can bands be 
individuals? This summer spoke volumes in terms of the 
music world. It showed that a hack actress (J.Lo) could 
flourish with a hack singing career. It also showed that 
television could create stars in the music industry. In this 
crazy summer of music, somehow several albums were 
able to shine through and really impress me. So listed, in 
no particular order, are the albums that I suggest you lis- 
ten check out. 

1) Busted Stuff -Da\e Matthews Band: The previously 
unreleased but heavily pirated Busted Stuff, was originally 
titled The Lillywhite Sessions. The producer, Steve 
Lillywhite, convinced the band to go a different route, 
telling them that the recorded sessions were too ‘garage 
band’ sounding. This was the sound that brought them to 
fame. After scrapping the sessions, they recorded a new 
album. Everyday. After the album was not as successful 
as previous releases, they dropped Lillywhite, rerecorded 
the sessions, and released it under the new name, Busted 
Stuff. The album goes back to the roots of the band, 
sounding more like the style of their earlier success, 

Crash. If you are at all familiar with Dave Matthews, you 
should own this album, www.dmband.com 

2) Places You Have Come To Fear The Most- 
Dashboard Confessional: This one-man act recently 
won the MTV2 award at the MTV Video Music Awards. 
Chris Carrabba puts together excellent vocals with great 
guitar playing to make this superb album. “The Best 
Deceptions,” “This Ruined Puzzle” and the title track are 
just a select few of the amazing songs on the album. 



Film Review 

One Hour Photo 



Currently on tour and appearing in Lawrence, Kan. on 
Oct. 21, this is an act you certainly need to catch. 
www.dashboardconfessional.com 

3) Sha Slia- Ben Kweller: Kweller worked hard promot- 
ing his debut album, He made the typical late night talk 
show runs, but he did it prior to the release of his album. I 
saw him on Last Call with Carson Daly. I heard him speak 
and was not impressed. Then he sat down at the piano and 
played the song, “In Other Words,” off the album. It was 
amazing. I instantly purchased the album the day it was 
released. It is an overall solid album from start to finish, 
more so than any other album listed here. 
www.benkweller.com 

4) A Rush of Blood to the f/ead-Coldplay: This is the 
sophomore release from this UK band. They came to fame 
last year with their single “Yellow” from their album 
Parachutes. Comparing this album to their first, I can not 
say which is better. The new release has a stronger edge. 
Coldplay’s lyrics have become more political and address 
other important issues. It does not focus on as many of the 
slower paced songs that made the first release popular. 
However, with tracks like “Green Eyes,” “The Scientist,” 
and “Warning Sign,” it still shows parallels to Parachutes. 
You definately need to check it out. www.coldplay.com 

5) Highly Evolved- The Vines and Verti Vidi Vicious-The 
Hives: I put these together because I can not think of one 
band without the other. It is hard to tell who has the better 
album. The Vines have a certain edge to them. They rock 
out with songs like “Get Free,” but they can also tone down 
their edge to a softer sound such as “Autumn Shade.” The 
Hives sound more alternative. Both albums are excellent, 
but if you are going to get one, listen to them both and com- 
pare. www.thevines.com and www.hives.com 



He Said 






Jeremy Cox 

Staff Writer 

Once again, Robin Williams has given an excellent perform- 
ance with his latest release, One Hour Photo. In the film, he 
plays Sy, a lonely photo clerk that lives his life through the 
film he develops. He becomes infatuated with the Yorkin fam- 
ily, whose film he has been developing for nearly a decade. 

He wants more and more to become a part of the family’s life. 
He constantly daydreams about being a part of their upper- 
class suburbia. As the story evolves, one begins seeing his 
desperate attempts to be a part of their lives. The film is very ' 
reminiscent in shooting style to Requiem for a Dream. With 
excellent lighting and great directing, it has a well developed 
plot seasoned with wonderful performances by Williams, 
Michael Vartan (the teacher from Never Been Kissed and CIA 
operative from this season’s hit, Alias), and Connie Nielsen 
( Gladiator ). Once Sy finds out a secret that could tear this 
perfect family apart, he turns from gentle to sinister. With 
eerie and somewhat disturbing dream sequences, Williams 
superbly portrays a man falling apart inside and being thrust 
into action. I highly recommend this film and think it is one of 
the best I have seen in recent months. 



★** Mie aaia 

Rachel Murphy 

Arts & Entertainment Editor 

America’s favorite funny man is developing his darker side. 
Robin Williams is Sy, the photo guy at SavMart. A quiet man, ded- 
icated to his work, Sy is the kind of clerk that* seems almost too 
nice. He has been developing the Yorkin’s film for 10 years and 
feels like he is almost family. The Yorkins look like the perfect fam- 
ily. Nina (Connie Nielsen) the mother, looks like a fashion model at 
all times. Will (Michael Vartan) the father; owns a design group 
and supports his family in the manner in which we would all like to 
be accustomed. Jake (Dylan Smith) is the little boy of Sy’s dreams. 

. If Sy were just Uncle Sy, instead of a photo tech, his life would be 
perfect. Sy submerges himself in this delusion as he inches further 
toward the line between dreaming and forcing a reality. When evi- 
dence emerges that shows that the picture is not exactly what it 
seems, Sy goes from creepily voyeuristic to aggressively active. 
Williams gives a stellar performance. He is vulnerable and yet 
creepy at the same time. Throughout the movie, the viewer does not 
know whether to loathe or love Sy. The detail of the character is 
impeccable, down to the squeak of his shoes on the floor of the anti- 
septic SavMart. The director, Mark Romanek, does not let the sub- 
ject matter of photography escape him, using light as a metaphor, 
not just a shooting technique. The entire cast has a subtlety about 
them that makes their characters very natural. One standout was 
Eriq La Salle, fresh from ER. As Detective Van Der Zee, La Salle 
has none of the swagger of Dr. Benton, but all of the compassion 
that his ER character possesses. With the exception of a slight cop- 
out explanation at the end, this was an excellent film from start to 
finish. 
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Steve Iliff 
Faculty Adviser 



Karen Baum 
Production Adviser; 



Editorial Policy 

The Talon is produced by the stu- 
dents of Avila University's journalism 
pracdcum classes and other student 
contributors. Opinions expressed*, are 
those of the writer and do not necessar- 
ily. reflect those of The Talon staff or the 
trustees, administration, faculty, or staff 
of the university. The Talon encourages 
letters to the editor. Letters should be 
typed and must include the writer’s sig- 
nature, name, address, and telephone 

number for verification. Letters can be 
: •'riC -TV/L- cj:. 



mailed to The Talon Editor, 'Avila 
University, 11901 Wprnall Road, 
Kansas City,‘A^ 6414$, or'may also be 
submitted via e-mail ... at 

Taloh@inaiLavila.edu. Please keep let- 
ters to 500 words or less. The Talon 
reserves the right to edit letters for rea- 



“I doubt it will get restarted again 



like it used to be before. It is going 



to reignite, but not as bad as before. 



Celeccio Hernandez 



Sophomore 



“Yes, I think it will, but I keep 
hearing rumors that 2-Pac isn’t 
even dead.” 
Dacia Whalon 
Freshman 



“It’s stupid. If Biggie 
did it, he did. If he 
didn’t, leave it at 
that.” 

Rachel Williams 
Freshman 



“I do not think so. I think [rappers] 
are going to stay pretty calm about it. 
It is not going to change anything.” 
Johnny Turnage 
Freshman 



“I don’t think so, because some of the rappers are trying 
to realize that the East Coast/West Coast batde wasn’t 
really a good thing. They lost Biggie and 2-Pac, and all 
of this was because of this conflict. Each conflict you 
lose somebody, and then you* regret it.” 

Edmund Ngafeeson 
Freshman 



Is there a topic that matters to you? Do you have a question you want answered or a comment about something 
happening at Avila? We want to know! E-mail the Opinions Editor at beccas43@hotmail.com. 



I have always considered myself a pacifist. I Once more, we watched, laughing at the bulked up 
have never resorted to physically fighting, nor characters and their crazy antics. 

do I believe it solves anything. The Soon enough, we began to recognize characters 

only boxing matches I have ever seen and distinguish their personalities. We 

were those in the “Rocky” movies and in knew the good guys from the bad guys, 

a crowded hallway at my high school. and even started cheering for our favorites. 

So how I ended up with floor seats to the So, I am hooked. A couple of matches a 

World Wrestling Entertainment’s “Tower night turned into the entire show, which 

of Power ' 1 is beyond me. turned into tickets for a. live event. 

I think it all started pretty innocently. Do not get me wrong; I am not one of 

My boyfriend and I were just flipping | those die-hard, “wresting is real” fans, and 

through the channels one evening and j e Qj anno i a neither is my boyfriend. We laugh at 

happened to stop on the channel that 1 the attempt of drama, joke about the 

televises wrestling. We did not stay Copy Editor predictability of most of the matches, 

on that channel for long, only view- and I get teased about cringing when 

ing a few matches - just enough to be amused at someone gets hit with a chair, 
how the soap opera-like drama unfolded. After all, I am still a pacifist. „ 

A few nights later, wrestling was on again. 



No harm in wrestling 



The decline of rap music 

Justin Heany 

Staff Writer 

There was a time when rap music possessions in a manner that sounds Rappers today need to recognize 
and I were very close. A very strong less like rap and more like an 8- and appreciate that the core of their 

union joined us together. This union year-old blaring “nah-nah, nah-nah, listeners are still urban. Due to 

existed entirely based on the fact boo-boo.” these faithful listeners, rap can be 

that I could appreciate and respect This probably makes people like found on the shelves of Target and 
the lyrics of these wise poets. It was Bob Dole and C. Deloris Tucker Best Buy, and not out ot the trunk of 

in this time that rappers including pleased that they no longer have to the respective artist’s car. 

Dr. Dre, Too Short, and 2-Pac would stand up and fight against vulgar and Understanding this, I suggest rap- 
rap about a lifestyle that was com- violent lyrics. At the very least, vul- pers start changing by doing the fol- 

mon, conceivable, and needed atten- gar and violent lyrics were relevant lowing. Lose the platinum and dia- 

tion. It was the time of gangster rap. and a reflection of our society. mond jewelry, and trade the Bentley 

That time is not only gone, but is Furthermore, although today’s rap in for a Cutlass or Impala. Keep the 

disrespected by today’s rap artists. music may appear less violent on the tattoos because they are cool. But 

Today, if we choose to listen to surface, it leads its listeners to covet above all, rap about real life. Let us 

rap, we no longer hear socially sig- possessions that are simply out of know that money did not make the 

nificant and realistic issues from the their reach, thus leading to such rapper, rather, the rapper made the 

ghetto such as sex, drugs, and pover- emotional reactions as envy and money, 

ty. Rather, we hear talentless rap- greed, which can be gateway emo- 
pers arrogantly listing their material tions to violence. 



Campus Talk 



Do you think the East Coast versus West Coast battle in 
hip-hop will be refueled by the recent theory that 
Notorious Big was linked to the death of 2-Pac Shakur? 



“Yes. People are still really angry 
about the death of Notorious Big. 
If there was a link, people are 
going to want to know, and there 
is going to be a huge separation.” 
Crystal Hartford 
Sophomore 
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